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MORE BEECHCRAFTS APPROVED

 BY FAA FOR GARMIN AUTOPILOT

Garmin has received FAA approval for its GFC 500 on the Beechcraft Bonanza F33A and its GFC 600 on Beechcraft Baron models 58P, 58PA, 
58TC and 58TCA from 1983 or earlier, expanding its autopilot offerings on the general aviation market.
The GFC 500 is aimed at single-engine piston aircraft such as the Bonanza, where it integrates with Garmin's G5 flight instrument or the G5 
and G500 or G500 TXi flight displays. The GFC 600, which is intended for high-performance single- or twin-engine and piston and turbine 
aircraft, is designed as a stand-alone solution, though it can also pair with other Garmin or third-party flight displays and navigation sources.
 
Both autopilots offer solid-state attitude, altitude preselect, level mode, underspeed and overspeed protection and vertical navigation when 
paired with a GTN navigator, in addition to altitude hold, vertical speed and heading modes. They also incorporate Garmin's electronic stability 
and protection, which works independently of the autopilot function to help maintain a stable flight path during hand flight.
The addition of the F33A adds to Garmin's GFC 500 STC list of Beechcraft Bonanza models that also include the 33, A33, B33, C33, C33A, 
E33, E33A, E33C, F33, F33C, G33, S35, V35, V35A and V35B. Garmin also has many Cessna, Piper and Grumman aircraft models, with work 
ongoing or set to soon begin for more Cessnas, Pipers and Mooneys.
 
The FAA approval added GFC 600 STCs for the Barons or earlier models of the 58TCA. That adds to a Beechcraft list including Baron 
models B55, B55A, 58 and 58A and Bonanza models 36, A36 and A36TC. The company has Cessna model STCs as well for the GFC 600 and 
plans to begin Baron C55, D55 and E55 certification within the next year, in addition to more Cessna, Piper and Socata platforms.
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KING AIR UPGRADE

Leveraging industry-leading integrated cockpit technology, the 
large 10.6” TXi series touchscreen can accommodate PFD and MFD 
capabilities as well as optional engine instrumentation — all in 1 
split-screen format positioned directly in the pilot’s primary field 
of view. The display area is more than 20% larger than earlier-
generation G500/G600 series displays designed with side-by-side 
6.5” screens.

A NEW GARMIN G600 TXi - WORTH IT 

Meeting the higher software assurance levels 

required for Class 3 piston or turbine aircraft 

(typically those weighing between 6,000 lbs and 

12,500 lbs), G600 TXi offers the broadest range 

of approved models in our flight display lineup. It 

can be installed on everything from basic piston 

singles to cabin-class turboprops.

BEFORE

AFTER

On this King Air we installed a G600TXi, Midcontinent MD 302 & Genesys 
S-TEC 2100 Autopilot for a clean pilot & center panel.



HONEYWELL BRINGS 
CONNECTIVITY TO 

ROTORCRAFT WITH NEW 
SATCOM TERMINAL

Honeywell is introducing a mission communications terminal for helicopters to provide two-way texting and 

push-to-talk capabilities between dispatchers and aircraft.

The terminal is a compact digital satcom controller that supports all Iridium-based services, Honeywell said. The 

goal is to provide radio-like communication capabilities regardless of distance, keeping up quick weather and 

mission updates while cutting down on the need for telephone calls.

 

“Our latest technologies and certifications are helping the helicopter market reach a level of connectivity it has 

never reached before,” said Rick Buchanan, Honeywell's senior director of commercial helicopters and 

aftermarket partners. “For helicopter operators, Honeywell can provide a full suite of connectivity solutions that 

creates increased efficiency and more reliable transmission of data no matter the mission or platform.”

 

The terminal will be available for delivery in late spring of this year, according to Honeywell, and already has one 

planned adopter in Air Methods, the largest emergency air medical service provider in the United States.

“Air Methods is a leader in evaluating and adopting enhanced safety products, and products that provide better 

operational efficiency for its helicopter fleet,” said Teri Short, Air Methods vice president of engineering. “Keeping 

an aircraft connected is critical in every mission."

In addition to the mission communication terminal, Honeywell also  has received an STC for its Aspire 200 

satcom system on the Bell B2429, which joins the Sikorsky UH-60 Black Hawk, Leonardo AW139 and Airbus H135 

as Aspire 200-approved platforms. The satcom system, which is Honeywell's smallest to enable Inmarsat's 

SwiftBroadband network, originated as a fixed-wing solution, but Honeywell has been bringing it to the 

rotorcraft market.

The Aspire 200 allows data connectivity rates up to 650 kbps no impact from spinning rotor blades with 

simultaneous voice capabilities and also supports real-time weather and video feeds from infrared cameras.

 

The Aspire 200 allows data 

connectivity rates up to 650 kbps 

no impact from spinning rotor 

blades with simultaneous voice 

capabilities and also supports 

real-time weather and video 

feeds from infrared cameras.



GARMIN UNVEILS A HOST OF 
ADS-B-INTEGRATED 

SOLUTIONS

Garmin's GTX 345 ADS-B. (Garmin)
 

With eight months left before the FAA's 2020 ADS-B mandate kicks in, Garmin has unveiled four new ADS-B-compliant avionics solutions.
The GTX 335D and 345D are ADS-B transponders that meet global requirements, including those proposed by Nav Canada. The GTX 335D 

offers only ADS-B Out, while the 345D adds to that function ADS-B In traffic and weather for display on compatible avionics and mobile 
devices.

The GTX 335D/345D solutions utilize one antenna mounted on top and another mounted on the bottom of the aircraft — what they call 
diversity antennas. Garmin says this reduces antenna "shading" that single-antenna solutions can experience when an aircraft turns or 

maneuvers. The improved visibility afforded by the dual antennas also improves ADS-B transmission quality. That form factor was developed 
in response to customer request, according to a company spokesman, and is a requirement under one of the phases of Nav Canada's 

proposed rolling ADS-B mandates that could come in the next few years.
There are also a remote-mounted versions of both the GTX 335D and 345D, which take the place of an aircraft transponder and interfaces 

with the existing wide-area augmentation system (WAAS) position source to meet ADS-B Out requirements.
Garmin has received technical standard orders for both products from the FAA and said it will begin deliveries next week. It expects to have 

an updated aircraft model list STC by late second quarter with hundreds of aircraft.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garmin's GNX 375 displaying a topographical map. (Garmin)
 

Garmin also unveiled two new navigators with optional ADS-B In/Out integration.
The GPS 175 and GNX 375 are 6.25-by-2-inch WAAS/satellite-based augmentation system GPSs featuring localizer performance with 

vertical guidance (LPV) approach capability. The GPS 175 is a touchscreen instrument flight rules navigator with a moving map and optional 
display for ADS-B In/Out. The GNX 375 takes that functionality and adds dual-link ADS-B In via a built-in transponder and dedicated pages 

for traffic and weather.
“Many aircraft have not been equipped with WAAS/LPV or ADS-B due to the lack of a compelling value proposition for owners of these 

aircraft,” said Carl Wolf, Garmin vice president of aviation sales and marketing. “The GPS 175 and GNX 375 offer WAAS/LPV approaches and 
optional ADS-B In/Out with an impressive array of features, performance, and compelling value.”

They are intended for Class I/II aircraft weighing 6,000 lbs. or less, and will be available for 700 makes and models under the STCs Garmin 
holds beginning in April.  Garmin said it sees the GPS 175 and GNX 375 replacing products such as the GPS 150/155, the GX 50/500 and the 

KLN 89/90/94. Operators using those solutions currently won't require significant modifications to accommodate the new items.
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Guess the Cockpit?

 

"Aviation is    
proof that   

given the will,   
we have the   
capacity to   

achieve the     
impossible."     
EDDIE RICKENBACKER

ANSWER:
This is the cockpit to a Martin B-26 Marauder. The Marauder was 
known as the “widowmaker” at first due to its high-speed landing 
characteristics, with so many losses the training crews had the 
saying, “One a day in Tampa Bay.” But changes to the wings made 
it much easier to handle, and the Marauder ended the war with the 
lowest loss rate of any USAAF bomber. 5,288 were built. Note the 
absence of rudder pedals on the co-pilot’s side of the plane. The 
rudders folded out of the way to give the bombardier access to 
the nose. He had to climb through the cockpit to get there. All 
other engine, flap and trim controls are on a center-mounted 
pylon.


